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signs of the affection has been found difficult to determine, F

some patients complaining of symptoms and showing definite (

signs only after they have been ill for some days ; in others 1
the period is longer. !

With regard to the theories advanced that the disease
is secondary to the absorption by man of a poison
originating or existing outside the human body, there cer-
tainly have been cases reported to support this view which, 
moreover, is fortified by the good effect alleged to have ]

followed removal from an infected locality. But in con- 

sidering this factor we must not lose sight of the fact that
the locality to which the patients were removed was usually
a healthy one; also that in the new locality there was no
constant influx from outside of cases in the early stage of
the disease; and again, that in transferring the patient a
certain amount of selection was unconsciously made, the
severest cases not being transferred, and thus the death-rate
was not so high as it would have been had these cases been
transferred.

Dr. Daniels next enters upon the question of the causation
of the disease by the ingesta ; arsenic, alcohol, and oxalic
acid are first considered in this relation and then the theory
of nitrogen starvation is discussed. He states that in the

Japanese navy an increase in the nitrogenous food was
followed by a great reduction in the amount of beri-beri but
that this was one only of many changes made in that navy,
and hence that the improvement in the nitrogenous element
cannot account for the lessening of the disease. But will

this criticism apply to every case? We think not. Surgeon.
Major L. L. Seaman, U.S.V.C., has shown how in 1883 the
outbreak in the Japanese war vessel Ryujo caused the

question of the causation of beri-beri to become acute.
This vessel voyaged 271 days to New Zealand and South
America and there developed over 100 cases of the disease,
there being less than 350 persons on board. Baron

Takaki, F.R.C S. Eng., the head of the Naval Service,
therefore sent another ship over precisely the same course
and zcnder the same conditions, so far as they could be
duplicated, and at the same season of the year, the same
ports being visited with a similar number of days’ stay at
each port. The difference was remarkable : the first ship
had 160 cases altogether, the second 16 only, but the latter
had been sent out under a new diet scale, avoiding the
excessive use of rice. Acting on this experience during the
war with Russia the Japanese navy was entirely free from
the disease.
There are many other valuable points noticed in this report

which lack of space forbids us entering upon. Dr. Daniels
concludes that beri-beri is an infectious disease ; that there
is no definite proof that an intermediate host is required ;
that there is some proof that for a short period only after
occupation of small spaces the poison may remain ; that food
is not the causative agent; and that if any intermediate host
is required for the unknown parasite it must be either a
cimex or a pediculus. The report must have been compiled
with immense labour and is a most valuable renunzc of our

present knowledge of the disease.
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Report on Epidemic Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis in India.
By Captain C. J. ROBERTSON-MILNE, M.B. Aberd., I M.S.
Issued under the authority of the Government of India by
the Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India,
Simla. Calcutta : Office of the Superintendent of Govern-
ment Printing, India. 1906. Pp. 67. Price Rs.1 or ls. 6d.-
In this report Captain Robertson-Milne divides his subject
matter into three sections-(1) a Historical Survey ; (2) a
Clinical Description ; and (3) a Bacteriological Examina-
tion. The treatment is dismissed in less than a page, for, as
the author says, "no drug occupies the position of be:ng a

specific for the disease and treatment must therefore be
erected towards the relief of symptoms." He mentions the
local application of ice bags to the head, the neck, and the
3pine as of value and the use of the prolonged hot bath as
advocated by Netter. He says opinion is divided as to the
value of lumbar puncture as a therapeutic measure. In India
E. Harold Brown has employed it in four cases with con-
siderable relief to the patients and Captain Robertson-Milne
has noticed an amelioration of the symptoms following the
operation when he has employed it. Constant careful

nursing and light nutritious food are essential. He has

attempted to prepare a serum from goats ; it seemed to be
satisfactory so far as laboratory experiments went, but
he has not had other opportunity of testing its efficacy.
The lack of pathogenicity, which the meningococcus
exhibits, greatly deters research in this direction. Captain
Robertson-Milne says that the following conclusions may be
drawn from this study of the disease :-1. Epidemic cerebro-
spinal meningitis or cerebro-spinal fever in both its epidemic
and its sporadic forms is a well-known disease in India: the
records of the disease show that it is clinically, bacterio-

logically, and epidemiologically identical with the malacy
as it has been observed in other countries. 2. In India it
has been an ailment which has most frequently attacked
prisoners in gaols ; in some of these institutions the disease
has continued to prevail irregularly for prolonged periods.
No explanation of this is at present possible. A complete
local bacteriological and epidemiological study of a severe e

outbreak, such as has occurred in past years at the gaols (f f
Bbagalpur and Mung Rasul, might be productive of useful
data in this connexion.

McDou,gall’s Health Reader. London and Edinburgh:
McDougall’s Educational Company, Limited. Pp. 96. Price
6d, net.-This is a useful little book; it conforms exactly
to the syllabus of the Board of Education. The intro-

duction treats of Health and Ill-health. The body of

the book is divided into four parts which consider re-

spectively the Home; the Person; Eating and Drinking;
and Illness. In the fourth part the final section is headed,
"When to Send for a Doctor"; the advice here is quite
sound and if followed will save much suffeiing and insure
a freedom from grave respon.,ibility. The book is interesting
as well as useful, it is sufficiently illustrated, and it is

printed in good, bold type.
Textbook of Diseases of the Ear, Nose, and Pharynx. By

B. ST. JOHN RoosA, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Diseases

of the Eye and Ear in the Post Graduate Medical College
and Hospital, New York, Consulting Surgeon to the Brooklyn
Eje and Ear Hospital, formerly President of the New York
Academy of Medicine, &c. ; and BEAMAN DouGLAgs. M.D.,
Professor of Diseases of the Nose and Throat in the New
Yoi k Post-Graduate Medical College ard Hospital; Fellow of
the New York Academy of Medicine, &c. With 108 illustra-
tions in the text. London and New York: Macmillan and

Co., Limited. 1905. Pp. 621. Price 12s. 6d. net.- This work
is intended for the use of students and practitioners and will
be of assistance to those who are in search of a book which
deals not too deeply with the subjects The fault which
we have before had to lament in other works of he same

calibre-namely, that the differential diagnosis between the
non-suppurative conditions of the ear is extremely vague-
also detracts from the value of the book before us. Fre-

quently also the text is misleading. For instance, it is staged
that the C2 tuning fork is generally known as C. Speaking
generally, some of the sliphter disorders have an undue pro-
minence. ’J his work scarcely reaches that standard which
students and practitioners now demand.

Oliver IVendell Holmes and the Contagiousness of Puer-

peral Fever. By CHARLES J. CULLINGWORTH, M.D. Durh.,
, F,R C P. Lend. With Portrait. London : Henry J. Glaisher
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1906 Pp. 41. Price 2s. 6d. net.-It was a happy thought
of Dr. 0. J. Cullingworth’s to deliver an address on

the important part played by Oliver Wendell Holmes in first
pointing out the true nature of puerperal fever. As Dr.

Cullingworth says, our forgetfulness of Holmes’s work in this
direction is probably due to the fact that his reputation as a
medical man has been put in the shade by the brilliant success
which he obtained in later years in general literature, and
his own profession came to be proud of him as the Autocrat,
Professor, and Poet at the Breakfast-table rather than as the
fearless and outspoken defender of the life and health of
the parturient woman. In this address Dr. Cullingworth calls
attention to the remarkable essay published by Holmes in
the year 1843, some 15 years before Semmelweiss him-
self published anythirg on the subject, entitled " The

Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever." To those who were
in danger of forgetting the great part played by Oliver
Wendell Holmes in the recognition of the true nature of this
fell disease Dr. Cullingworth has rendered a service, and we
are sure that he will feel fully rewarded for his trouble if he
succeeds in impressing upon our memory the fact that some
at any rate of the credit for this great discovery is due to
one of our own kith and kin beyond the seas.
Medical and Pharmaceutical Latin. By REGINALD R.

BENNETT. London : J. and A. Churchill. 1906. Pp. 442.
Price 6s. net.-Mr. H. G. Greenish, professor of pharma-
ceutics to the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 
in an introduction which he has contributed to this

work, regrets " the tendency, both in this country and
on the continent, to abandon the use of the Latin

language in the writing of prescriptions as well as of

pharmacopoeias." Althcugh many will share his regret, we
fear that the use of Latin for the writing of the whole of a
prescription or pharmacopoeia will never be revived. Mr.
B:mnett’s book, however, should be found useful both by
students of pharmacy and of medicine, and a careful study
of its pages will save the editors of medical journals much
labour in correction, for those who have mastered its pages
will no longer write "per orem " or "labi&aelig;," incorrect ex-
pressions which we have seen not infrequently. We are glad
to see that throughout his book Mr. Bennett employs the
form " Aquam ad uncias sex," or whatever the number may
be, although he rightly gives the alternative form on p. 62
in an explanatory footnote. In a future edition we think
that the attention of the student should be specially drawn
at p. 3 to the fact that " alvus" " is of the feminine gender,
for this rule is frequently forgotten.
Supplementary Essays on the Cause and Prevention of

Dental Caries. By J. Smt WALLACE, M.D., D.Sc. Glasg.,
L.D.S.R.C.S. Eng. London: Bailli&egrave;re, Tindall, and Cox.
1906. Demy 8vo. Pp. 81. Price 2s. 6d. net.-This little book
is a collection of papers which have been contributed by the
author to various journals, his object being to reply to the
adverse criticisms to which his views on the etiology of caries
have been subjected. Dr. Wallace’s contention is that

dental caries is due to the natural foodstuffs having been de-
prived of their accompanying fibrous parts, so allowing them
to be more liable to lodge and to undergo acid fermentation.
Now, although there is much to be said for the author’s con-
tention, and he certainly makes out a good case, neverthe-
less we are yet unable, even after perusing his most recent
articles, to agree that his views are capable of satisfactorily
explaining the problem. He still considers that variability
of the tooth structure has but little connexion with the
cause and he does not to our idea sufficiently consider the
introduction into our foodstuffs during recent years of

rapidly fermentable carbohydrates. Dr. Wallace is always
interesting as he is a keen and good critic and does not
mind forcibly condemning many of the somewhat loose
statements to be found in current text-books.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

Jonrnal of Anatomy and Physiology. Conducted by Sir
W. TURNER, K.C.B., F.R S., D. J. CUNNINGHAM, M.D.,
F.R.S., G. S. HUNTINGTON, M.D., A. MACALISTER, M.D.,
F.R.S., and J. G. M’KENDRICK, M.D., F.R.S. Vol. XL.

Third series, Vol. i., Part 4. July, 1906. London: Charles

Griffin and Co. Annual subscription 21s.-The contents

of this part are as follows : 1. On the Origin of

Vertebrates deduced from the Study of Ammocaetes

by Walter H. Gaskell, F.R S. Professor Gaskell in this,
which is the thirteenth and last of a series of papers
on the origin of the vertebrates, deals especially with the
notochord and the alimentary canal. It is pointed out
that the notochord may have once fulfilled the function
of a gut and the following theory is advanced. Among
the protostraca forms are found resembling trilobites
with marked polychmtan affinities which like apus formed
a deep ventral groove from end to end of the body
and also pleural fringes. This might be called the trilobite
stage. The groove became converted into a tube and

so gave rise to the notochord, while the appendages
remained free and the pleura had not as yet met to form
a new ventral surface. This might be called the chordate
trilobite stage. Then passing from the protostracan to the
palasostracan stage the oral and respiratory chambers not
communicating with each other are found, a ventral groove in
the metasomatic region being the only connexion between the
respiratory chamber and the cloaca. This might be called the
chordate pal&aelig;ostracan stage ; and finally, with the conversion
of this groove into a tube, the opening of the oral into the
respiration chamber, and the formation of an atrium by the
ventralwards growth of the pleural folds, the formation of a
vertebrate was completed. Figures introduced in the text
illustrate the stages described. 2. The Cerebellum of Petro-

myzon Fluviatilis, by W. B. Clark, M.B. Lond., with a plate.
3. Remarks on the Innervation of the Dorsum Manus, with
Special Reference to Certain Rare Abnormalities, by W. K.
Hutton, M.B. Glasg., with a plate. 4. A case of Ectopia
Viscerum associated with Spina Bifla and other Abnormali-
ties, by Dr. E. Emrys-Roberts and Professor A. Melville

Paterson of Liverpool, with illustrations. 5. On the Anatomy
of the Calamus Region in the Human Bulb, with an account
of a hitherto undescribed "Nucleus Postremus," by Professor
J. I. Wilson of Sydney, Part 2, with numerous illustrations.
6. Supernumerary Limb in a Frog, by James F. Gemmill,
M.D. Glasg. 7. Notes on the Origin of Elastic Fibres in
Tendon and on Branching of Young Tendon Cells, by James
F. Gemmill, M.D.Glasg. 8. On the Development, Ossification,
and Growth of the Palate Bone of Man, by Edward Fawcett,
M.B. The author admits one centre for the general mass
of the bone situated in membrane at the side of the nasal

cavity immediately internal to the palatine nerves. It appears
chronologically ater the upper jaw and the palate is there-
fore the third of the skull bones to undergo ossification.
9. An Abnormal Vermiform Appendix in the Rabbit, by
C. Gordon Hewitt, B.Sc. 10. On a Specimen of the Hind
Gut Opening into a Cloacal Chamber in a Child, by F. D. S.
Mackenzie, M.B. Edin. 11. A Record of the Decussations of
the Brachial Plexus in Man, by Sydney R. Scott, F.R.C.S.
Eog. This part of the journal contains the index to the
fortieth volume and the Proceedings of the Anatomical

Society of Great Britain and Ireland for January and March,
1906.

The Edinburgh Medical eTozcrnrcl.-The July number opens
with a historical review by Sir John Halliday Croom of the
principal events during the life of Harvey not specially
medical in character. Dr. W. P. Herringham writes on the
prognosis of chronic nephritis in the young, tending to take
a less gloomy view of the outlook in such cases than is

usually done, and Dr. Claude B. Ker deals with the treatment


